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Throughout the coming year, several 
highly anticipated works will make it from 
the bookshelf to the box office. While films 
certainly have the ability to captivate 
viewers with their visual representations 
of the penned originals, by seeing a film 
without reading the printed page, you may 
miss out on rich storytelling that can get 
lost in translation—or simply left on the 
cutting-room floor. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby 
(Charles Scribner’s 
Sons) has been made 
into a movie six 
different times since 
it was first published 
in 1925, but this time 
around, it’s replete 
with an A-list cast for a 
21st-century audience’s 
sensibility. Uncover 
the symbolism hidden 
within the pages of the 
Great American Novel 
(which you may never have fully grasped 
in high school) before watching Leonardo 
DiCaprio act them out on the big screen. 

Max Brooks’ World War Z (Three Rivers 
Press), the best-selling sequel to The Zombie 
Survival Guide, is cleverly written in the form of 
“survivors’ accounts” of the zombie pandemic 
that plagued the characters in the first book. 
The printed version touches on some thought-

provoking political and social commentary 
that may get lost in the film, but it will be fun to 
see what the special-effects department has in 
store for these bloodthirsty zombies. (Think: 
Richard Matheson’s I Am Legend, another book-
turned-movie). Plus, the film stars Brad Pitt. 

Stieg Larsson’s The Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo (Random House) is the first of an 
award-winning suspense trilogy that follows 
its angry punk heroine through a series 
of crime-ridden obstacles. With Oscar-

nominated director David 
Fincher at its helm and 
starring Daniel Craig 
(James Bond himself), 
the film promises to be a 
box-office sensation. But 
as evidenced by the sale 
of more than 30 million 
copies in 44 languages 
worldwide, there’s a 
reason why so many 
people swear by the book’s 
gripping prose. 

Finally, Life of Pi (Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt) by Yann Martel comes to life in a 
film version under Oscar-winning director 
Ang Lee that stars Tobey Maguire. The 
protagonist of the Booker prize-winning 
global best-seller is a young Indian boy who 
finds himself stuck on a raft in the Pacific 
Ocean with a zebra, a hyena, an orangutan, 
and a Bengal tiger.   —sherri balefsky

from pages to popcorn

s p o t l i g h t s  G o o d  r e a d s

Catch up on some of these best-sel l ing 
books before their f i lms hit the big screen.

the lor a x by Dr. Seuss
(random House)
“I am the Lorax. I speak for the trees, which you seem to 
be chopping as fast as you please,” reads The lorax, which 
supported the green movement before many people 
even understood what it was. In march 2012, Dr. seuss’ 
lovable tree-hugging grump will take on new life in a 3-D, 
computer-generated animation version with a powerhouse 
cast that includes Zac efron and Danny DeVito.

the Wind in the WilloWs by Kenneth Grahame
(methuen) 
the children’s literary favorite is heading to the silver  
screen once again, this time as a combination of live-action  
and computer-generation effects, backed by the same  
creative team behind The lord of the rings. the endearing  
tale about four animals with uncanny human qualities is  
some of the most beautiful writing ever found in a 
children’s book. 

life of pi
tobey maguire stars in 
the film based on this 
best-selling book. 

f o r  K i D S  ( a n D  k I D s  at  H e a r t )

The GreaT GaTSby
Leonardo Dicaprio stars in  
the latest film adaptation of 
the american classic.

The Girl wiTh The 
Dr aGon TaTToo
the film based on the novel 
is directed by David fincher 
and stars Daniel craig.


